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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD.EEC.UK 

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC CONTENT IN UK TELEVISION SETS 

REF: STATE 227007 

1 . THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ADOPTED A POLICY 
REQUIRING A MINIMUM OF 60 PERCENT DOMESTIC CONTENT IN 
TELEVISION SETS PRODUCED IN THE UK.AS FAR AS THE EMBASSY 
IS ABLE TO DETERMINE. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, WE DISCUSSED THIS MATTER 
WITH SEVERAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND INDUSTRY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. PREDICTABLY, IT EMERGES THAT THE UK 
GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES DOMESTIC MANUFACTURERS TO 
MAXIMIZE UK CONTENT, BUT THIS IS DONE BY "JAWBONING" AND 
NO SPECIFIC FIGURES APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SET FOR 
DOMESTIC CONTENT. THE GOVERNMENT'S BASIC POLICY IS 

TO (A) PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO STRENGTHEN 
DOMESTIC TUBE/COMPONENT MANUFACTURING CAPACITY AND 
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(B) SEND TECHNICAL EXPERTS TO VARIOUS PRODUCERS AND 
USERS OF UK COMPONENTS, STRESSING THE BENEFITS OF 
BUYING BRITISH. 

3. IN FACT, THE UK GOVERNMENT APPARENTLY HAS NO LEGAL 
AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR DOMESTIC CONTENT 
IN TELEVISION SETS. IN ADDITION, SUCH A POLICY WOULD 
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ALMOST CERTAINLY VIOLATE THE TREATY OF ROME ESTABLISHING 
THE EC. 

BREWSTER 
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